
 
vit - High Quality INFORMATION SERVICES for Agricultural and Related Organizations 
 
Beeding values for all dairy and beef cattle in Germany, reports 
about Milk Quality provided to farmers in 10 controlling organization 
of German Federal States, Genetic evaluations for horses, dairy and 
beef cattle are the best known products of vit. At vit there is no 
mission statement hanging on the wall. Instead , for more than 35 
years, a simple Credo has guided vit's actions in fulfilling their 
responsibilities towards customers and employees: Provision of 
high quality Information Services for Agricultural and related 
organization, provision of best ADVISORY SERVICES to related 
organizations, development of reliable software for large scale 
processing of farm animal related data on a mainframe computer.  
 
The service organization vit (Vereinigte Informationssysteme Tierhaltung w.V.) and the subsidiary 
Rechenzentrum Verden GmbH provides full-range IT services for farming, livestock breeding and horse-sports in 
Germany and Luxembourg to more than 50 agricultural organizations covering approx. 55000 farms. 
 
The equestrian city Verden is home of vit. The IT-
services are being provided through a z/OS-system. 
All relevant production data is kept in ADABAS-
databases and VSAM files. ORACLE databases are 
being used in the Open System-environment. The 
mainframe applications have been developed in 
PL/I and NATURAL. Users of the vit services are 
various agricultural organizations like horse 
breeding organizations (i.e. the Hanoverian Society) 
and cattle breeding organizations (i.e. WEU and 
ZEH, just to name a few). 
 
During the course of  2000 vit purchased an 
American software package to access mainframe 
data from Internet applications. "When we started to 
develop the first production applications we already 
hit the limits of the package" says Rainer Maschka, 
Project manager at vit. "We experienced 
performance problems but the most important 
restrictions to us were the limitations when using 
ADABAS and the function to join different data-
sources. That was reasons enough for us to look for 
an alternative solution." 
 
During fall of 2001 a tcACCESS seminar conducted 
by B.O.S. has been visited. Rainer Maschka: "We 
went to the seminar with concrete expectations and 
questions. The tcACCESS concept and the live 
demonstration of the product did convince us and 
we agreed to put the system on trial." 
 
The installation of tcACCESS was smooth and no 
problems had been experienced. The import of 
PREDICT-definitions for the SQL access to 
ADABAS led to quick results.  "One of our goals 
was to directly call a NATURAL program from a 
JAVA program. During the trial a support engineer 
from B.O.S. visited us and took this request with him 
as homework. We really were surprised when this 
function was provided to us within a couple of day's 
time."  

Claus Gerken, Application developer quotes: "We 
decided to use tcACCESS and to replace the 
competitive American product." 
 
More than a year has passed and tcACCESS is 
integral part of a series of automated processes and 
acts as the central link to the ADABAS databases 
and VSAM files. Rainer Maschka: "Our batch 
processes contain JAVA programs. These programs 
access the mainframe files using the tcACCESS 
JDBC-component. In addition to these processes 
and procedures we have developed an Internet 
application that is fully based upon tcACCESS. We 
call this application "The Stallion Directory". During 
the breeding season a large number of stallions 
owned by State Stud or privately owned are avai-
lable. The Stallion Directory provides information 
about the pedigree, the owner and the estimation of 
breeding values." Rainer Maschka continues: "The 
pedigree of stallion must be promising and is ex-
tremely important for the breed." The pedigree infor-
mation about a stallion will be prepared by an al-
ready existing mainframe PL/I program. "We use 
these PL/I-programs by our internet application. We 
directly call them from our JAVA programs and use 
the tcACCESS JDBC-component." Claus Gerken 
names one of the main advantages of tcACCESS: 
"The Stallion Directory accesses ADABAS- and 
VSAM-files, the pedigree information are being 
prepared by CICS -PL/I-programs and the pictures 
are stored in an ORACLE database. The Stallion 
Directory really is a heterogeneous application." 
 
Future tcACCESS applications will be based upon 
JAVA Server Pages and XML. Rainer Maschka: 
"We're also in the planning stage for applications 
that use mobile devices. tcACCESS will be our link 
to the mainframe. The decision to go ahead with 
tcACCESS has been a good one. We are very 
happy. Not only with the product but also with the 
excellent support that backs up the product."  
 



 
Application: The Stallion Directory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


